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Minutes of the 5tb regular SCil& raeeting* AHS 
12 and 13 March 1952 



On the iRorning of 12 March the Grot?) met at Hr. Speaknaa®a office in the 
Pentagon to prepare a renort. Shis report wne presented to General Canine on 
the afternoon of the 13th. 

At 2 P.M. of 12 March they asserahlea in room B2029, AHS, Honhere present 

were: 

Ihr. Toii^lclns 
l}y. Robertson 
Dr. Potter 
Dr. Ton Ketuumn 
Dr. Cairns 
Mr. Ifovrard 
Dr. Shannon 

A paper (AIBA RegiiLation 20-9) setting up the JSxecutire Group for SCAG 
was distributed. 

In the dl8C«asi''n of basic research the present status of the project on 
VHP computing was presented briefly. 

On basic mathematical research considerable discussion was giren to a 
suggestion of Dr. Mina Rees that one contract act as host for a swnmer seminar. 
The consensus was that this should be done for the sumner of 1952 if possible. 

It was felt by some that this is not a mibstitute for Tompkins* original pro-> 
posal« but that a long range project might grow out of it. The only feasible 
stiggestion for ways and means was that Prof. Calms could direct it unt^cr his 
present ONR contract, *aad that Stanford University or the Institute for 
Ntuaerical Analysis famish the facilities. 

On the main problem a toy prepared "ty Schmidt and being worked by Roberts 
v;as exhibited, Schmidt re^'orted on the Rotmd ROBIN progress, and Reimers spoke 
on the attacks on the depth. 

Dr. Potter said that he had not seen evidence that the T^roblem of inter- 
cept had been adequately studied as a whole. Mr, Friedman suggested that 
Dr. Tordella should talk on this subject on the li^th. Some discussion arose 
as to the feasibility of imurovenents such as s-nectrum recording and automatic 
handling. This lead to talk of the Russian int'»rcept net as disclosed by 
FLASH, and its similarity to a slmil'’r SUC net. 

After a short report on engineering research progress there wne extensive 
discussion of the rotor einnilation urogram and DBRVISH. Mr. Shepard recomnendcd 
that it should go forward full blast. Dr. Eachus felt that the system should be 
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proved first. Thera was extensive discussion as to how much uarallel develort» 
neat should go on, and what directions different investigations could take. 

Mr, Howard asked whether APSA had mde any steps to acnuire ad'^'itional 
confuting facilities (such as the IB!i facilities of the A, C. Nielsen Co.) 
in case of emergency. Hocauso of AS^Ats limited ahillty to esroand he thought 
this was Ic^ortant, Mr. Friedman said this was a matter for the Staff Planning 
Division. 

At St IS the meeting adjourned. 



At 9 o* clock on the 13th the grotro convened a?ain for a study session. 
SCAG members present^ were: 



Dr. Engstrom 
Dr. Cairns 
Dr, Potter 
Mr. Howard 
Dr. Hohertson 



Dr. von Neumann Mr. Speakman came at 

Dr.' Tos^kins Irutch time. 

Mr. Post 
Dr. Shannon 
Mr. McPherson 



At 10s40 Dr. Tordella spoke on the Interceut problem.. 



He reported that at present there are 7559 circuits known which could be 
covered by 2900 positions. We have 1150 positions now. It is estimated that 
thex’8 are 17,600 clrcxiits to cover, 13,600 of which have appreciable intelli- 
gence value. It would take an additional 2250 positions to cover the 5,900 
undeveloped intelligence circuits, or a total of 5,200 positions. By asking 
for only 90'S coverage of the known circuits and 30^ coverage of the undeveloped 
circuits the need has been trimmed to 3,300 positions. The urevlous request 
for 1,931 positions should be realised by June 1953. 



Dr. Potter felt tha,t a betterl 











The Group then adjourned to give their rerort to General Canine. 
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